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‘““WHEN GOD WORKS WHO CAN #INDER?” — 


VOL. 1. PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 1, 1841. (NO. 5 
OBJECT OF A CONTINUATION OF REVELATION. 


(Continued from page 96:) 


We believe that it is our privilege to know the will of God concerning 
us, as well as: it was the privilege of the former-day saints to know 
the will of God concerning them. Most unquestionably, the. Lord 
never had.a people on earth that he acknowledged to be-hisown, ex- 
cept he had inspired men among them. . Some may ask, if hehas:not | 

achunetiadaah many of the Christian societies to-be his own. . If he 
has, he: done it he has given none since the 
‘days of the apostles, not acknowledged society to be 
his panple: for he has no other way of doing #, but b revelation : 
“ Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but :he rev his secrets 
unto his servants the prophets.” Where would.be the justice in God to 
make known his will to his ancient’ saints, by giving revelations, and — 
discovering to them future glories, and removing the intervening vail, 
and permiting them to gaze upon the hallowed throng of eternity ; and 
also to receive a foretaste of the blessings of the world to come; and 
then exclude his saints of future ages, from the privilége’of révéiving 
such blessings. . It.is asserted that. Christendom of the present age 
has so much more light, and knowledge’ than the former-day saints 
had, that they need no more revelation. We admit that this.genera- 
tion, with regard to arts, and.sciences, are far in the advance of any 
former; but we deny that they have as much knowledge of the things 
of God as the ancients: for they. saw visions, .and-obtained knowledge 
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: i so mary who profess Christianity! why say that the ¢ 


‘wnor ‘this subject, 


UANTRODUCTION TO THE SUBJECT OF 
and it is inconsistent any person, who has never 


a or ‘seen vision, to say that he has as much 


: of the things of God as they. One vision of — 
snity, and future glories, will learn a person more than the reading — 
volumes. For instance, a man has twelve sons; would it be a : 


| thing for him to to admit six of the ‘eldest into his presence, and to 


instruct, ‘and bless them with P inl &c.; and then exclude 
the other six from the privilege entering into his presence; but 


leave them to trust to their own ingenuity, or economy for a living? 


Certainly, sucha parent would belooked upon as being an unjust one. 
Would wot the ideas of those who ther.) 


ons to ‘the apostl ; 
the nineteenth 
ur day, can ask God, “who giveth to all meni liberally, and up- 
‘nots and it shall be given him.” (See James, i. 5.) 2 
‘Indeed, nothing could be more plain, and explicit from the bible, 
of the most powerful, and majestic works 
to do in these latter-days, that he has. ever done; and if the prophecies 
are true, miracles, and revelations will be givefi, such as will be adapted 


to the great work of God: forjthe gospel must be — to all 


nations asa witness that the ¢gming of the Lord nig h.—Israel_ 

gathered, Zion’ built, and, in a word, the wa eh ae r the ap- 
rance, or sécond advent of the Messiah. l-¢hietdeep rooted 
indness, and superstition that is s0 interwoven, withthe frases 
y of mira 


by, and that we need no more're inst 
‘declared = last days ‘shall be the 
2 and revela that ever was? We answer fa the affirma- 


‘tive, which we will now proceed to prove—investigate, and learn from 
‘to do for his n our da and age of wor e will com- 
_Blence with the Book of M te 


dover the face of prophecy, what God has promised 


m and adduce scripture and reason to : 


“establish all the claims that it makes to! and — 


we will remove some of the movtpre objec. 


ions that are 
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throw a mist of darkness over the 


= was raised, reiterated from one end o 


stop to this work, the pen 


world; and in @:word, the combined 
conjoined to over 
leveled against: -us, 
the sound, and have her with the ssor in 
&c. In the midst of this uproar our facilities for 
truth were somewhat limited; and\ had we the tongue of Michael 
the arch-angel it would have been as impossible for us. to reason with 
the uproarous multitude, as it would have been for any man to reason 
with the Jews, whilé Christ was before Pilate, and | eva 
“away with him,” “crucify him,” — him” ; or 
reasoned with the phesians in they 
great is the goddess Diana of ‘the. 
whet the work of God, &c., have 
| was the cause, or meaning of all this uproar ; 
“we know thing about it—they resolved 
te the result of 


were free from ve and. party it, 
soon as they made their appearance tmong them ; pe 
in heart are made to rejoice, and their h 


and causing the li ht of heaven to. lawn once me 
world.—Sending his heavenly messengers 

more tot h the ospel to-all the inhabitants 
should b orth the ‘of Mormon, which the p 


ea rt men Also 
havé said 


the 


ford the instruments in the hand of Gad to commence tlie 


| 
é 
No sooner had the Book of Moftnon made: its than 
began to rage, Madane Rumour, began with 
r poisonous tongues ; epithet upon epithet, cahgy ay caGmny, 
the: country to the other, j 
mpostors,? false prophets,’ 
w bible out. of the earth,’ 
ey tell us something about the. administration of angels.’—‘ Away 2 
with them,’ ‘ do not let them preach: in yourhouses’/.you will -be 
y have e leir influence to. put a 
ad has ° ld to 
These 
thus the honest a 
| 
Tatnering 4 
orepared for the gecond coming of Christ.—This work of God has rol- — 
always does his work in his own way, anj.at the same time 
to confound, and bring to naught the wisdom of the wise, and ti asthe 
wt 
= 


but stoned those, that 
@axth, Christ 


derat z-of the’prudent.' Men’ have. -often. out-a path 
.<*' to‘walk in, and have paved it with their books of. divinity, 
opinions ; but. when God works, he ‘works in: his own way, -he 
walks:in his own path, his course is onward, and straight-forward ; 50 
much oo that he frustrates allthe works of men, and proves their plans 


_ tobe foo foolishness with him. | 


peculiarity. of the works of God i in various ages of the world, 
ir being’so different from what the world in their wisdom: 
rpe have ever stambling-block to the wise, 
noble, : or instance, when the Lord commanded Noah 
to warn the ‘Antédiluvians of the flood,and to build the ark; but few — 
believed him. And it may be, that they had never heard of such a 
‘thing, as a flood; although they may have believed the revelations that 
Adam, Seth, Enos, Enoch, and others had; but the idea of a flood was 
something new and derogatory to their feelings. Rephaps they had 
objections to Noah’s preaching concerning. pies of “of Tight 
eousness ; but. the: idea 0 ‘his building an ark of such huge dimensions, 
ie too preposterous an undertaking, according ’ 'to their. opinions : 
Spek pointed the finger’o scorn at him; and made this the 
jection: all his preaching. ‘Surely, the: byilding of 
ark-on dry Ia and was something more marvelous for the-capacity. of 
man to digest, than that.of the ar, and manner in-which 


rom any 
Indeed, the Jews or the Israelites were-in a habit of the 


of their fortker ‘prophets; but of stoning those that were 
,_ contemporary with them, and reject their revelations, because they | 


ere new, strange, and different from those of their former prophets. 
Ot instance, the Jews persecuted Isaiah; but their children. extoled - 


_ higeprophecies to the-very heavens, and said, they would not have done 


id the pany arm against’ is 

ft himninto the pit ; because he predicted somethin ne ra | 
at the time ‘of ‘the: incarnation. of Chri 

‘on 


‘said. 


sts 
1 
Z i ‘sent age object to any thing new tha 
“ rse of events and urge their objections 
mites nad: game reason 
r to object to: the testimony o t, angel, concerning 
ings were new, and: aitogether 
e - ‘ 
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3 of our: fathers. 
‘we would not have been partakers with them: in the bleod:of the-pro- 
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1 Cor. i, 23, The minds of the les 
was not Bee to believe 
Indeed, no doct have been more ‘unpo 


imprisonment, and awful 

a ilosophers, that were so a 

away, and they he: 


a mystery. These 
considered an honour toa man:to be 


and -wil not be 
this: should. be the 
and shoul continse. om 

that he wil cut 


children: of them which: killed the prophets. ye up then the mens 
sure of fathers.” + Math. xxiii. 29-32, & 
people upon his head: They declared they were Moses. @eciples, 
and said they had Moses, and the prophets; ‘but they ic 
of any person being Christ’s disciple. eus-beca: | 
of his humble birth; and because he chose illiterate. men 
tles; also. because he agepcjated with publicans, and-:jinners: 
was the stumbling-stone, and rock of offence that the.prog 
tioned. The apostle Paul says: “But we preach:Chist.cruci 3 
ppostiées. Paul: says, 
dices of kings 
at length the 
he Roman.em: 
ieving in Christ ; but the scene way changed, and the Siaknhchnnal ¥ 
to persecute the dissenters, Protestants for heresy. 
t has ever been a thing peculr to the commencement of a pars ) 4 
ticular dispensation, for God # send forth something that was. a - 
stumbling-block to the learned,and that olishness te ‘the 
noble. Pherefore, we are nos astonished that the Book of Mormox 
_ fas become a stumbling-block to so many; and the fact that the learme: 3 
the wise of this world, and’ the professors are our ‘Wiles 
persecutors, and most inveterate enemies, does: he: 
‘priests and professors, ‘who m igber pretentions to holines 
than as other people on earth, were his most inveterate 
the all foolishness, and the 
haps, cpatse:of time +, 
rious as what it is now.: 
defiled telivion before G 
#0. 5.—]* 


and if -his 
own for. according 


his work. short in-ri s,(in/the:last days 
these things are to all nations, and Israel. gathered.;: the 
‘will comé:. or before there:will: be time for these. things to be- 
eome popdlar among the learned:of :this:world, wickedness wili be 
por site But. teen are several passages of scripture that are cited 

are other objections which we will also notice. 


; and the following is quoted to prove.it ts For I tex 
emry man that heareth the words eee: of this 
app unto these things, shall add unto 
are'written in. this book; and,if:any man 
Nake pir? ond the book of. life, a  out.of -the 
holy city, and from the things which are :writien in this: book.— _ 
Rev. xxii..18,.19.. John saying this, ceytainly~tad allusion to 
any other book, or revelations, other than his Apoéalypse. . The New 
Testament, compiled ¢ \ it now is, was not then in sexistence..,:Paul’s 
various epistles, at the tine John was upon the Island of Patmos, were 
scatiered among those to whom he directed thei. .And if heintended 
to convey the-idea, that aly man that: should attempt to. write, any 
mere by the inspiration of ¢ should be cursed; he mostunquestionably 
true, brought the curse upon ‘his 
to prians he ‘wrote. his ‘ Gospel,” and 
after he wrote of Revelations, and’ no one that 
scriptures, disputes \ut what he wrote all his. writings by 
inspiration. -Mr. Fleetwood, in \is history of Christ and his: spouiles 


three“ Epi 


‘Writes thus: * The greatest instar 2 of St. John’s care for the souls of — 


che ; the first of which in time, 
ced last.in the.sacred. cz on, hia Apooal Book of 
Rowe on which he wrote during fig banishment at tmos. . Next 
tothe Apocelyp ,in order of time, aie.his three e pistles—the first:of 
which is. catholic, calculated for all timys and places. containing the 


most excellent conduct of & Christian. life, pressing.to 


ession of .religion.”’ «The ather.two epistles are but | 
ted to yl the one to a. lady of great 
stor, and charitable and hospitable Gaius”. Before 


hessndertook the task: of wri his Gospel, he. caused.a general fast 
tobe kept by all the: 


of heaven 
and momentous an undertaking,” is: evident 


erence to his own: we tings, because -he uses the: 


-* MWiany. that there fo he no more Treveiations the aavs 
4 
no We bave-otten: y it, as. at. 
an allusion to the whole bible we it to their :ignorance.o: 
| any person to suppose that. saying . ! 
— ~ 


ible with the.language. of. the text to say that it 
to adding to any book other than. Revelation, ; If this proves. that no 
person has a right to receive revelations, and :that: the curse of God, 
will follow them, that pt to write by inspiration, then by the sam 
rule.we will prove that all.the prophets after. Moses were cursed, or 
inourred the displeasure of God. Moses commanded _thus:.,“ Ye 
shall not addwnto;the word which I command: you, neither shall xe 
diminish ayght from it, that ye may keep the commandments of 
Lord your God which I command you.”—Deut. iv. 2. . Thus .Moses 
forbid any.to.add to his words. But notwithstanding the. command 
the prophets wrote many revelations which added to the canon, of 
scripture, or the common library of religious intelligence ; but at the 
same time they did not add to Moses’ commandments, or enlarge them, 
or in other words they did not. encroach upon them. ach prophet 
wrote his own: revelations ; but interfered with no others. Solomon 
made.a similar. assevtion: “ Every word of God is pure: he is a shield 
unto them that put,their trust in him. '4dd_ thou not unto his words, 
lest he reprove thee, and thou-be found a liar.”—-Prov. xxx. 5, 6... If 


we are authorized from this saying of John to reject all. subsequent 


revelations then from Moses, and Solomon, we are authorized to reject 

Another passage that is applied as testimony to prove that there is 
no necessity for any more revelations, is as follows: “ 4nd that from 
a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through fuith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
2 Tim. iii. 15.: Says one, what necessity is there for. any more in- 
- spired writings, seeing that there a pag in Timothy’s day to 

ew 


make a man wise unto salvation? The New Testament writings were — 
not in existence at the time Timothy was -« child.’ The writings of — 


accomplished, that the scriptures might be fulfilled.” xix. 28, 
Christ in saying this did.not intend to convey the idea that the a 
of revelation. was accomplished; for:if he did, then the apostles were 
engaged in a superfluous work, that.is, it-was superfluous for them to 
ed! 


receive, and write revelations after all was accomplished!) 
Some may opine. that the following is, proof, to eountermand the 
idea ofa continuation of revelation: “ Seventy weeks are determi 


as reference 


THE: BOOK OF MORMON. 103 | 
John were not written until after Paul made this expression.. It. is | 4 
evident that it was the Old Testament scriptures.that wereabletomake | % 
Timothy wise unto salvation ; and if we by this saying reject all re- oa 
velations subsequent to those of the apostles, we certainly hy ihe same 
passage ‘will be under the necessity to.epnsider the New Testament | 
ty 
and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 


visiony-and 


— if the bible itself is true, t¢ is but a- 


certain that Daniel here:has an allusion to the close ‘of the 
fulfilment of y that relates-to the first coming of Christ: But 
to say that there was to'be no more prophecies, visions, 'éc., ‘subse- 

to the time that Christ was cut-off for the sins: of the world, is 
repugnant to the writings of the New Testament. Indeed, the Spirit of 
God was more diffused a the saints after he erueifi- 
shear the.gift of ecy 
to an end, it was more bestowed upon the ; 
were more prophets in Christian Church, in primitiyg Sai, 


there was at any time previous. That Paul both rophesied,: and saw 


visions, no one digputes. John wrote a book of Revelation, and in it 
it'is said : “ And he said unto me, thou must prophesy again before many 
peoples, and nations, and ton and kings.”—Rev. x. 11. It is 

posed by the ‘majority of professors in Christendon, that when John 
concluded his wri e volume of inspiration was closed, and 
all was written that ever intended that the human family should 
have, for say they, the canon of scripture is complete. But we con- 
tend that if God ever inspired his servants to write, their writings are 
of importance, and not to be hid in the ever. 


writings that God intended for the world. ane 
than twelve books, which are not to.be found 
which, were written by rophets or seers, whee | iration the mele 


itselfackn@wiedges. We will here mention a few of them. 
Book of Jasher, .. eees “18, 
Book of the Acts of Solomon, Ringe x, i. 
Book of Iddothe Seer,. Chron, xii. 26. 
Written inthe story of. the prophet Iddo.”"— 


ment, and some 
wich aro tt by 


necessary we Could 
books, some 


quotes mor more 
not all.of 
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actually. in it; there: may shundreds of others. of 
; iets who esied*in the. ‘of Israe] at the time. Moses ex 
ad claimed “ Would to-Godthe people were‘all ? Peter 
i ‘the prophets from Adam to Peter prophesied of this 3 bat 
the: writings of but few. Christ speaking of Abel him 
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prophet, and: where are his predictions? In aword there is nothing 


in-the seri ture to justify any. man there was to be no 
more. revelations, and that it is repugnant to the will of God to. receive 
any subsequent to the acknowledged sacred) volume, or to. disprove 


the Book of Mormon; but on the other. hand there .is an abundance of — 


evidence in them, to conviiee every lover of truth, that Ged. in.the 


last days will add to the general library of ‘religious intelligence, till ~ 


knowledge of God covers the earth, .as the waters cover: the sea 

—that no‘one@-will have it to say to his neighbour, know ye the Lerd, 
for all-shall. know the Lord from ‘the. greatest unto the least.’ There 
is also sufficient evidence to prove that. the Book of Mormon was to 
come to light in the last days, or another book of the same description, 
which we will now proceedto examine. 


_ THE CLAIMS OF THE BOOK OF MORMON ESTABLISHED—IT ALSO — 
- Tue Book of “Mormon was found in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight d'and twenty-seven, in Ontario county,, New York. 
Was translated and published in the'year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred:and thirty. It contains the history of the ancient inhabi- 
_ tants of America, who :werea branch of the House of Israel, of the tribe 
of Joseph ; of whom the Indians are still:a remnant; but the:principal 
nation of them having fallen in battle, in the fourth orfifth century, 
one. of: their prophets, whose name was Mormon, was commanded by 
the Lord to make an abridgement of their history, their prophecies 
and their doctrines, which he. ved on plates; and afterwards be- 
ing slain, the record fell into the: hands of his son Moroni, who being 
hunted’ by his enemies, was directed to deposit the record safely in 
the earth, with a promise from God that it should be preserved, and 
brought to: light in the latter-days, by the means of a Gen- 
tile nation, who should: possess the land; and that: it should be: one 
of the‘instruments in the hands of God to. commence-his: great work 
—the of the House ef Israel, and’ the:egtablishment of 
Zion. : This deposit.was made about the year four hindged'and twenty, 
on now in by y>{where it was 
preserved in safety, until it-was brought to light 

ministry of angels, and-translated by igh by as Great Je- 
hovah bore record of the same to chosen witnessesy who-declare it: to 
the world. ‘This translation was executed by Joseph Smith, 
native of the State of ‘Vermont, subsequently removed ta: Manchester, 


jector, there is so mach: marvellousness about this that-my:eapacity is 
potable to ‘digest it withont substantial evidence. .To- this: we' say 
there ‘is sufficient evidence both circumstantial, and‘ nl, to es- 
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vance ofthe savage state-of the:red men of the forest; ‘second, that 
they were a branch of the Housesef Israels third, that it: was:their 
privilege to receive revelations, and-weite them. for the ‘benefit of fu- 
‘generations ; fourth, by thé predictions of prophets, thatthey:were 
off the tribe of Josephs fifth, that they:'were to tions, 
which were to*be deposited*in the earth toeome: forth in the latter 
times, and unite, in testimony, with’ the Jewish scriptures; sixth, that 
thegathering of Israel will soon;follow, or succeed the coming. forth 


of this work. Having thus. our will 


each particular seperately. 
when the traverses the Western wilds, he has the 


privilege to behold the relics of a once enlightened nation, who under- — 
stood arts and sciences to some extent. He there can walk upon the 
ruins of once magnificent cities abounding in wealth and prosperity ; 
but now depo lated; and lying ip:heaps of massive ruins. And if 
is onward with his researches—he gages upon numerous forts, mounds, 
peng and catecombs, which he matks with wonder and: amaze-_ 
“When he surveys the Southern part Of 
upon the works of antiquity until<it is ab- 
sorbed in contemplating the scenes of destructien that have come 
this uation of the dead, and leveled:their cities in ruins.’ : In Guatamala 
he can survey the ruins of a once 8 beautiful, and ray of 
city, perhaps as ever was;on the globe; (we allude to. the _ 
Otolam near Pulenque,) and while wandering ‘through these: 
massive ruins, he beholds the remains of large. temples, and pals a : 
which exhibi the avérk human ingenuity. With a more close @b- 
servation he discovers. a fine display of architectural genius: in 
construction of these once splendid‘edifices: In viewing: with more 
_ avidity still he beholds in these huge’ buildings the works of science— 
animmense ‘quantity of hieroglyphics. Herice ‘he 
but what America was inhabited _ an enli 
its discovery by Columbus. While in the h 
reflects, he ponders upon the ‘fate of cities, te 
Babel, ahd the imaginations of the: of: the of 
Shinar. One stroke of Omnipotence was sufficient to-frdstrate all — 
their-designs,‘and cause Babel to moulder in ruins, He’ thinks of an-— 
cient Thebes, that abounded with: somany edifices, and whose 
inhabitants: boasted of. their i it: to bes:the 
‘of cities; but no sd0ner of glony, 
than the Gent God showed that his power was greater than: that: :of 
wonder. for future He thinks:of the once snighty city — 
of. af Bebylos, which-was.so powerfully fortified but -ag:soon he 
ascended to the height ‘of its: gratideur, and:its inbabjtatite:beenithe 
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t its exact piace of location ie wn to the present generation. 

nificent:témple bailt.in honoursto‘bis name, the land of Chriet’s-nativi- 


the sacred-volume was written. Once called the sholy citys bat 


‘God:has abandoned it for centuries. the romantic scenery 
of its lonesome ruins, and evacua suburbs, first strikes the eye-of 
the traveller ; and: the dreariness of its adjavent. valleys constrains: him 
to cry out, surely, there is a God that ‘andwhen a nation keeps 
his. commandments they preeper but when they tranagress he: 

destruction upon them. — He also thinks of myer: once the queen of 


cities; but now in ruins. | 
uity in: the Old his - 


After reflecting upon the scenes of antiq 
mind: again settles upon those of the New. He then bursts forth: from 
his soliloquy, and exclaims unto;his comrade, I see-here standing monu- 
ments of refinement, and art®.to a de and the beau- 

tiful-walks:where-thé fair sons and daughters of werful nation, 
_ and amused themselves in viewing the ul works of the 

city ; but now they are no more,.and no one is left to tell their-o 
and:how they were destroyed. . Surely, there is an Omnipotent 
_ that reigneth, both in heaven, and on earth. He can raise up king- 
_ doms, and suffer them to sway their. sceptres over all. the earth, and 
they’ have airsen to the very zenith of their glory, and. ex- 
hausted their wisdom in fortifying their cities, He has come out.of his 
hiding place. and with one stroke of his power, He has caused em- 
totter to pi¢ces, and their cities to be leveled to the 
solations— wling wildernesses, places 


» After of antiquity he is anxious to learn: their 
origin : for w aasngghes for something that wiil disclose the secret 
orig: for which ‘Again hears of the discovery of some other city 


with anaeidescaigiiage: or inscriptions on, stones ; at this he takes new 
come ‘and sets out:for the place, hoping to find something that will 
divulge the secret-—-Vain hope—He sinks in despair; his mind. is still 
left-in:the.wide field of conjecture, doubt and uncertainty. .He cries 
out‘and stys, as: yet we must ask in-vain, who were: the founders of 
these cities: of the dead? Alas! their: names have faded into oblivion. 
remains not even in traditi®h or 


would: the world called new, the 
vail thet — But stop, kind reader didstthouknow . 
that. one:n ai has removed the veil—broke the long 
silence and: this:people.. Yes Jehovah who 
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has dawned with its” 


Rocky. Mountains: on the West, andeyen from the: 


‘thes: — Comore the 
the poor among men pt r 
‘reechoed, back the:same. But to 
prove the f statements with regard to 
quities, ‘we extract the following: from different authors..First, Rev. 


iA. Davis in his lecture on ne of America by the Northmen 
ays: “The ruins of a city in Central America are among the ‘most 


of such. ‘This city, called Palenque (the name of a town not 


striki 
other. antiquarians call it Otolum) lies two hundred and. fifty 


far 
miles from Tobasco, lat. about 15° N.”: “ And there were discovered 


not a such ee as those erected by the Druids,.of rough: and mis- 
t such as those in: which kings dwell—built of hewn 


nce of these ruins shows a nation once existed 


= The a 
in mechanical arts, and in‘a:state of civilization 


there highly ski 
far beyond any thing that we have been led to believe of the..abori- 


revious to the time of Columbus. A distinguished antiquarian of 
Row York has received from this city a beautif al specimen of the fine 
avts—an idol of pure gold. This has emphatically been called the 
‘Thebes of America. In surveying its ruins, the travelleris led to be- 
lieve that it was founded at as a as the Tenowned cities 


of Egypt. : 
me d to have been ‘sixty miles in 


How immense this city! is suppose 

cireumference, and that it contained a population of nearly three mil- 
lions; Great were its commercial even now the broad 
and beautiful Otolum rolls along its oblate borders.” “One of the 


principal structures revealed to the eye of the antiquarian are teaculi 

or temple. Its style of architecture the Gothic.. It.is rude, 
massive and durable. Though resembling the Egyptian: edifices, yet 
this and the other buildings are peculiar, and are different from alk 
hitherto known. The entrance of the temple. is on the: 
Oren more than one hundred feet in length, and nine feet 
he rectangular pillars of the portico have. their architraves 
with stucco work of shields and other. deviees,”:'The anti- 
quity of this city is manifest not only from its :nemeless hier ) 

and other objects; but from the age of some’ of the:trees gro growing over 
buildings where once the hum of industry and the-voice of merriment _ 
were heard. The concentric circles of some ofthese trees ‘were 
pe which showed that they. years 
iquities of America:spread from the of 


and West to :Central America, and tho: So 
Mounting on he as to tre 


be an cntract rie 's history of American antis... 


“Phe-following 
Speaking of the before mentioned city he says: “This account». 
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thiles, greatest breadth 12 miles,) full of 
uments, statues, one:of the earliest-seats 
uidilection hebes of and well: cal- 
culated to mspire mé with hopes that they would. We might 
over American: History, ' when more 
multiply a cats | extracts from di nt authors upon thi | 
but we: forbear, : ing that has already been said to con- 
vince every candid mind:-that America: has bedn inhabited, 
to its discovery by Europeans, by an enlightened and: civilized face 
of people.. However, if any: one should wish to:learn farther.con- 
cerning the antiquities of America, we recommend him to’ A: Davis’ 
« Discovery of America: by the: North-men.” J. Priest's: “ American 
‘Mr. Hill’s Do. ; and Baron Hamboldt’s | Travels. ‘in 
America.” f 
is evident from the extracts that the of this 
continent are descendants of the: House of Israel.. But lest: the reader 
_ should misunderstand, we will here state; that the Book of remcane ret 
fesses to have been written by a nation that has been destroyed; but 
they, and the present race of Indians were of the: same origin, or 
sprang from the same father; therefore, when we prove the one to be 
a branch of of the same 
“Soe Mr. Boudinot: “lt j is: said among their principal or be- 
loved men, "that they have it banded down fe their ancestors, that 
the which the white people have, was once 
it they prospered exceedingly, dé&c. also. say, 
were possessed of an. ivine Spirit; by 
_. which they foretold future events, and controlled the common course 
” of nature; and this they transmitted to their offspring, on conditién:of 
their obeying the sacred: Jaws; that they did by these means, 


down showers: of | upon their beloved people but that:this 
wer for a’ long entirely ceased.” Colonel: 
in bis whi the natives, 


HO. 


ag 
+ 4 
and talked -with their forefat SM 
have the whol and w 
t $ an’ from. . 
| once in. a sacred 
+ 
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the’: 
read this short:account of Indian. 
denn from tribes or various nations; from the West to the East and 


of this is the of accident, or 
she one of 
‘deceiving, and thereby running their well established reputation Can 
any ene carefully, and with deep refiection, consider and--compare 
these traditions with the Ten Tribes of Israel, without at least draw- 
ing some presumptive inferences in favour of these ening natives 
bein descended from the Ten Tribes of Israel?" 
| following’ is extracted from Priest’s: American Antiquities : 
«Joseph Merrick, Esq., a. respectable character in the charch at 
‘Pittsheld, Mass., gave the foll wing account: that in: 1815, he was 
‘Yeveling some ground under and near an old wood shed standing on 
a place of his, situated on an Jndian Att. He ploughed and conveyed 
uway: old chips and earth to some - After the work was: dene, 
he discovered, near the earth had:been 
deepest, a black strap.as , about six iaches:in length, 
breadth, and thickness of a leather trace 
probaly fo ‘purpose: of carrying. it: con it 
to his house; and it intog 
tho ht he would. examine it ; ‘im attempting to cutit, found it as 
as bone: he-sueceeded however in: getting it open, and found it 
of two pieces of thick:raw-mde,* and: made. water 
tight with the sinews of: some animal, and: gummed over ;. and: in the 
was. containéd four folded pieces.of parchment, wereof.a 
hue, and «contained some kind of ‘writing: | he. 
_ bours:coming. in:to’see the strar 
in the true Hun end: V. 
saved, stat thentoC 


| ten by different authors of the best charaecter,:both: for: knowledge: and 
a 
é 
$ 
4 
xii. L1—16, to which: tie if: he thas. 
4 It tis evident from. the foregoing ‘that: the ‘anci i 
the fobs that the ‘ancient: Bi 
‘the: House: of: Ierael, «we ‘infer from! the: of. their 
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might insert; bat wo pase them in étder to hasten to the field of pro- 
phecy, knowing that thé testimony of prophets, who wrote by the inspira- 
tion of God, is better than tradition, or the testimony of unifspired men. 
_ That America:has been‘inhabited:by an enlightened nation anterior 
to Columbus, no one that has the slightest acquaintance with American 
antiquities disputes; ‘bat the question arises in the mind whether or not, 
they had the privilege to receive revelations direct from God, ‘which 
is'a thing that can be determined in no other way, but by the sacred 


‘he apostle Paul said; “@nd [God] Aath made of one blood all 
nations of men for to dwellon all the face of the earth, and hath 
determined the times before appointed, ond the bounds of their 
habitation ; that they ld seek the Lord, if haply they might 
feel after him, anv rind um though he be not far from every one of 
us.—Acts, xvii. 26, 27.: From the above we learnthat God has decreed 
that men should dwell on:all the earth; of course America not excepted, 
and that it was, and is the privilege of: all nations to call on his Hame, 
or feel after him and find him. - And now we ask, if men have found 
God, how did they doit? The answeris, by revelation: “ For after 
that, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God.” 
But this. part of the subject is plain; and if it was the privilege of the 
ancients of this landto receive revelations, they certainly had the 
_ liberty to write them; and their knowledge of science shows that they 
had power to do it: and of course, if written by inspiration, it would 
be sacred scripture, as ‘much’ so, as though it had been written in Asia. 
_ We would just as soon believe revelations given in America, providing 
we could be persuaded that they are ~ divine — as we do those 
written among the oriental nations. ‘Thereis no difference ; for God 
is the same, ahd he is: jast'as near to one part of the — as another. 
Again; it is not improbable ‘but that the ancients of this continent-kept 
a record of their'national affairs ; if did not, they were. different 
from other: nations who were not any: better skilled in science:than 
they: were. Indeed; we are led to infer from the 
glyphics, and writings that they were in the habit of writing mush, if 
net,'a history of their national affairs. The accounts of large temples, 
evidently places of worship,’ together with the fact that Hebrew 
writings have been found; gives us a clue to:the origin of this people: 
andethus,‘after wandering throug! the field of conjecture and .doubt; 
light now: begins to dawn equal to that of twilight; and the veil that 
haé ‘covered these things in' mystery begins’to:rend. But reader; do 
not stop here ; let us be onward in our march, and pursuit of knowledge 
upon this day star arises;and we immerge forth into 
the’ light, ‘and ‘learn who: built these cities of the dead, and’: whose 
fmmger have bo cal ry rh it te r phe with 
“prophets,-and patriarchs speak; und-let us believe.» 
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New. “customary with “the’ ancient ‘patriarchs to all their 
ildren together, previous to: their death, and: bless them with a 


tchal blessing: Jacob. whom. :the ‘angel-named: Israel was a 
distinguished patriarch; heniehe'-called .his sons to him. before his 
decease, and blessed them,*.and“predicted: what -should befal their 
posterity. -But:it will be remembered thatthe birth-right, in case there 
Was‘no transgression, lawfully belonged tothe eldest son. But because 
_ of the transgression of Reuben the birth-right fell to'tlie sons of Joseph; — 
hence it iswritten: ‘Now the sonsof Reuben the first-born of Israel; 
for he was the first-born ; but, for’as mich: as: he defiled his father’s 
bed. his birth-right was given unto the sons of Joseph the son of Israel 
_ andthe genealogy is not to be reckoned after the birth-right. For Judah 
| oe: above his brethren, and of him ¢ame.the chief ruler: but the 
irth-right was Joseph’s."—-1 Chron, 2. The blessings that were 
conferred upon the sons of Joseph, and ‘propliecies: concerning their 
are recordéd in the xlviii-of Genesis... First, Jacob:said to 
oseph: “Now: thy two. sons, Ephraim: and’ Manasseh, which: were 
born anto thee in E , before I came unto thee, are:mine:.as Reuben 
and Siméon, they shail be miné.’”’ Thus they liad the blessing of ‘the — 
conferred upon them, or.in other words, Jacob.eonferred his 
particular or choicest blessing upon them’; and it will be remembered 
that those to whom ‘the .birth-tight belonged were entitled to. the — 
particular, or choicest” blessing. And: Joseph. took them both, — 
Ephraim in: his right hand towards Israel’s. left hatid, and Manasseh 
in his left:hand, toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them near unto 
Ephraim'shead, who was the younger, and hisleft hand Manasseh': 
head guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the first-born. 
And he blessed Joseph, atid said, God, befare whom my father: Abraham 
and Isaac did-walk, the God which fed me all my lifelong, unto this day, 
thesangel: which*redeemed. me from all evil, bless the lads; and 
my name be named on them, and: the name of my: fathers: Abraham 
and Isaac; AND LET TBEM GROW INTO A MULTITUDE IN THE MIDST OF | 
THE ZaRTH.” From this we learn that Ephraim.and Manasseh were 
to: grow into a multitude in the midst-of the earth, and Jacob’s name 
was to be named upon them. ‘Therefore the eo made @ 
distinction, and the tribes:of Ephraim.and Manasseh, by: 


saying, the House of Jacob; and the other tribes: by the House: of 
Iss However, sometimes all were included under: the one:head. 
“And when Joseph saw: that his father laid his right hand upon the 
head .of ‘Ephraim, it displeased bim;,end he-held« up: his father’s:hand, 

to remove it from Ephraim’s head unto Mainasieh's head. And: 
said unto his father, not so my: father for this. is. tho first-born ; put thy 
right hand upon ‘his heed. : And hisfather.réfused.and said, I know it, my 
sonjd it: he also shill alsoshall be great; 

butsteuly-his younger: brother AnD nis 
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tion with the one: before: it,’ sap Lar. THEM GROW TOCBTHBR thTo 
MULTITUDR THE RapTn,” and we discover that 
Ephraim, and: Manasseh were to; become a multitude of nations inthe 
midst of the earth: And he blessed them that day, saying, in thee 
shall Israel bless, saying; God make thee as and as 
and he set Ephraim: Manasseh. Thus they had the chaite 
blessing of Jacob; and: after: that, any one of the children, of 
Israel for his friend and.blessed him, he said: “God make 
thee as Ephraim and:Manasseb;” believing that 
in time, could bé: conferred him. 

Jacob blessed Joseph as follows : Joseph is a fruitful 


a fruitful ‘bougli by a whose. branches run over. the w 
archers have sorely grieved chim, and. shot at him, and hated him : 


but his bow. abode in 


by the hands o of Jacob: (from thence’is the 
song th nde oo by the God. of thy father, who 
shall help thoes end by tho shall. bledthee with 
of heaven above, blessings the deep. that heth«under, blessings of. 
breasts and: of the blessings of thy father: hate prevailed 
above the blessings of my progemitors,: UNTO THE UTMOST BOUND oF 
THE EVERLASTING HILLS: they shall-be on the head of Joseph, and on 
the crown of the head of him that was.separated from his brethren.” — 
Gen. xlix. 22-26.. First, we learn: from the’above quotation ‘that Jo- 
seph was a fruitful. bough by a well, whose branches were to run over 
the wall. This was spoken no. doubt tossbit the.capacity of the ans 
cient oriéntal nations; who:considered the sea as a wail: that hemined 
in the land, or Eastern continent: for this reason it may be read with 
jety “over the sea.” Second, the blessing that Jacob blessed Joseph 
witht blessing of; unto the utmost 
(farthest off,) everlasting ills: Jacob’s progenitors were 
Abraham, and Isaac ; and their beng sie him, asfar as an earthly 
inheritance was concerned, was the land: of Canaan; but Joseph's. 
was or extend to theataidet bounds ot; the ever- 


lasting hills. | 
Now reader 3 imagine it then 


stood, ‘and then search for the utmost bounds of the everlasting brs 
and you\will-find them in America. ‘Match this prophedy co 

»“ his branches (prosterity) shall rus over the wall,” and 
unto (or inherit,) “the utmost: bounds of the: Se hills,” withe 
that of Ephraim, and Manasseh, “let them grow into a mul- 


tude of nations. 
"Now the scriptures cannot-be broken, 
apply to America, fdr the:mest obvious ‘be 
any pro 
No. 


titudé-of! nations in the midst of nd that they were 
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a multitude of nations, who have sprong from Ephraim, and Manasseh, 
unless they find them in America. . They may search Asia, Europe; 
and Africa, and they will not find them ; that is; multitude of nations 
inhabiting a land to: the utmost ‘bounds:of the: everlasting: hills. But 
here is an almost boundless country, which was secluded from the 
Old ‘World, and inhabited by a race of men evidently of the same 
Origin, although as evidently divided into matiy nations. Hosea speak- 
ing of the children of Ephraim says, “ when the-Lord shall roar, then 
the children (of Ephraim) shall tremble fram the West’ Thus ad- 
mitting that the ancients of America; together withthe present race 
of: Indians are the descendants of Joseph, the prophecies: concerning 
his posterity have been fulfilled to the very letter; :. And as the birth- 
‘Fight fell to his sons; consequently, their blessings with regard to 

an earthly inheritance excelled those of their brethren. It is evident 


s him that dwelt in the bush; let the blessing come upon 
head:of Joseph, and upon the top of the head of him that was separ- 
ated from his brethren.”—Deut. xxxiti: 18-16. 0 
Christ said: « I-am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the House of — 
Israel.’—Math. xv. 27; and speaking to -the Jews he said; “ And 
other I have, which are not of this fold: ¢hem also I must bring, 
and they shall hear my voice: and there shall be:one fold, and one 
rs x. 16.. He could not have alluded to the Gentiles 
as being his other sheep which were not of the: same fold with the 
Jews, because the personates himself as being the one to go-and bring 
them. The Book-of Mormon says, that Christ after the resurrection — 
visited the on this continent, and established his gospel among — 
them, ‘which indeed; was a remarkable fulfilment of this singular say- 
ing of Christ. ‘The prophet ao conversion of the House 
last-days says: “ beyond the rivers of Ethio- 
pia my suppliants, even the daughters of my dispersed, shall. bring 
mine offering.” —Zeph. iii. 10. If ‘we stood on the land of Canaan 
where this prophet stood, and then should set out in search ofa land 
beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, we would pass through the Barbary 
States, formerly called Ethiopia, and over therivers of the same c 3 
but as soon as we should get beyond them, we would come to the. 
lantic Ocean, and if we should still. pursue our journey, we would come 
teAmerica—a. land beyond the rivers of ‘Ethiopia, and ‘here;find a 
cbatinmes his predictions, verse 11th: “ For I will take away out: of 
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also from -what Moses said, that the biessing of Joseph, with regarc 
to an.eatthly inheritance, was greatcr than those of his brethren: 
| “ And of Joseph he'taid, bléssed of the Lord be his land, for the pre- 
: cious things of heaven, for the dew, and fort the deep that coucheth _ 
beneath; and for the precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and for 
the precious things put forth by the moon, and for the chief things of 
4 the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of the lasting hil, 
and for the precious things of the earth and fulness thereof, and for the 


the midst of thee:them, that ie thy pride; and. thou: shalt no 
more be mine holy: mountain.” ‘It is a | 
trait in the character‘of:the Western Indians.to be haughty—bat they 
shall be so no more, because God will-send ‘his trath unto them,jand 
establish his Zion, and they will rally around his standard.’ From what 
has been said, the reader: will discover that the land.of America is a 
promised land to the tribe of Joseph, as. much so, as Canaan to the 
Hours af we might refer to man of th 
sages.of scripture which are corresponding testimony in vour 
same ;: but brevity admonishes us to 
ceived cealindones and if they did, whether or not, they were tobe 
preserved to come to light in the last days. But, “ to the law and the 
if a man spea not according to this word, it is. because there 
is no light in him.” . 

J said while. blessing J : “Even the God of thy father, 
who shall help thee; and the / mighty, who shall bless thee with 
blessings of heaven above,” &c we ask what may be. called 
the bless: of heaven, or the choice blessings of God ? pee a 
precious of heaven are hiq word, it, revelations, 
istration of angels, pel of Christ, dec. oses_ prophecies of :the 
same; “Blessed of the Lord be Joseph’s land [America] for 
precious things of heaven.”. The posterity of Joseph, the pro 
said, while dwelling in Palestine were rebellious, Gallen rather 
gods ; therefore, it was in this land that they have. Ay eee 
the precious things of heaven. Hosea puts this matter beyond snc- 
cessful contradiction; the Lord s of him of Ephraim, 
says: “I have written to him the great law; but they. 
were counted as.a strange thing.” —Ho. viii. ii 12. Book of 
mon is counted a strange thing to this day. 

_ Now if this people received revelations, and bial inspired: writings 
among them, we have reason to believe from what David a 
God has preserved them to come forth in the last days to p fill up 
the measure of knowledge, that:it may cover the earth as thie ‘waters 
cover.the sea. “The words of the Lord are pute:words; as silver 
tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.:: Thou shalt 
them, O Lord,, thou shalt preserve them. from: this FOR 
ever.”—Ps, xii. 6,7. Thus if they had iaspired. writings 
to be preserved, not in oblivion ever, but to. comet | 
Jesus: “For nothing is secret, that shall not be m 
_ neither any thing hid that shall not be known and come. pieeedie 
Luke, vill. 17. 

‘ It-is evident from the following that this writing of the tribe of Jo- 
sephy ares forth, and be. united: with the Jewish scriptures : 

he: word of the Lord came again unto, me saying, moreover, ‘thou 

son of man, take thee one stick and write: upon it, t Judah, and. for 

| of tin: companions : then. take another stick, and 
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write upon it, for Joseph the stick of Ephraim, and forall the. Heuse 
of Israel his companions : and join them one to another into one stick ; 
| they one in ine hand. when pre 
hy» unto thee, saying, wilt thou not shew us t 
Say unto them, thus saith the Lord God, 
behold, I witt TAKE THE STICK OF JOSEPH, WHICH IS IN THE HAND OF Eru- 
Ratm, and the tribes of Israel his followers, and will put them with 
him, EVEN WITH THE 8TicK OF JUDAH, AND MAKE THEM ONE STICK, 
and they shall be one.in mine hand.”—Eze. xxxvii. 15-19. It anciently | 
was customary with the Jews to write their writings upon parchment, 
and roll them upon sticks; hence they used the term the stick of the 
law, the stick of Isaiah’s prophecy, &c. The Jews use the term to 
this day.. Therefore, nothing can be more plain than the above pro- 
phecy: there is presented two sticks with writings on them, the one 
to Ephraim, or Joseph, the other to Judah. That of Ephraim was 
to be brought forth by the Lord to unite with that of Judah, and they 
were to become one in his hand, or agree in testimony. It is plain | 
that the stick with the writing upon it for Judah was a figure or sam- 
ple representing the Old and New Testaments, or Jewish scriptures ; 
and it is equally evident that the one for Ephraim has no allusion to 
them ; but to a writing that was to be brought forth by the power of’ 
God just in time to gather Israel. The Jewish scriptures were not 
written by the tribe of Joseph ; therefore, this writing for’ Ephraim 
has reference to a separate work from the Old and New Testaments ; 
although agreeing in testimony: and it was to be. brought forth, or 
_ united to them by the power of God. But says the objector, this pro- 
phecy can be otherwise explained, and shown to have been fulfilled 
a long time previous to this. We deny that it can be with propriety 
explained in any other way, or shown to have been fulfilled at any time 
previous. The following verses of the same chapter settles: this. 
point: * And say unto them; thus saith the Lord God, behold, I will 
take the children of Israel from among the heathen whither they be 
gone.and will gather them onevery side, and bring them unto their 
own land ; and will make them one nation in the land upon the 
mountains of Israed; and one king shall be king to them all; and they 
shall be no more fwo nations, neither shall. they be divided into ¢wo. 
kingdoms any more at alJ: neither shall they defile themselves any 
more with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any 
of their transgressions : but [ will save them out-of all their dwelling- _ 
laces wherein they have sinned, and will cleanse them ; so shall: —. 
my people, and I will-be their God. And David my servant shail 
be king over them: and they all shall have one shepherd: they shall. 
also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and: do them.” 
Now reader go to the land of Canaan, and if you find the tribesof Is- 
rael.gzathered upon that land no more to be divided into two nations 
forever; living without sin, and a David reigning over them,then we. 
wilkadmit that this prophecy is fulfilled; but.if you do not find them 
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in this situation, then with us you will irresistably come-to the con- 
clusion that its fulfilment is in the fuinre;that is the gathering of Israel; 
—but this writing was to come forth as one of the instruments in the | 
hands of God to gather Israel: consequently it is one of the antece-— 


dents. And now we testify that the Book of Mormon has come forth 
in falfilment of this a concerning the uniting of the two 
sticks or writings ; an 

‘David is very plain upon this subject, speaking of the gatheriag: 
Israel, and the great work of God Mn general in the last days, says: 


“ Mercy and truth are met together, righteousness and peace have 


kissed each other. Truth shall spring out of the earth, and righte- 
ousness shall look down from heaven. ‘ea the Lord shall give that 
‘ which is good: and our land shall yield her increase. Righteousness 
shall go before him, and shall set us in the way of his steps.”—Ps. 
Ixxxv. 10-13. Christ praying for his disciples said: “ Sanctify them 
through thy truth—thy word is truth. From these we learn that the 


word of the Lord was to spring out of the earth, while righteousness — 


looks down fromheaven. ‘The next thing that was to follow was Israel 
- set in the way of his steps partaking of the blessings of the land. 
The. Book of Mormon, as-we have before mentioned was deposited 
in the earth, and we believe that it has to light in fulfilment of 
this prophecy. — 
We will now turn to the xxix of Isaiah; and from that we:shall 
learn that a book was to come forth precisely jike the Book of Mor- 
mon ; but before we commence let us examine what the prophet had in 
view. ,In the xxviii, he exclaims as follows: “For the Lord ‘shall. 
rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth.as in the valley.of 
Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and ‘bring to 
_ pass his act, his strange act. Now, therefore; be ye not mockers, lest 
ur bands be made strong: for I have heard from the Lord God.of 
a consumption, even determined upon the whole earth.” ‘Thus 
having his eye fixed upon this great work of God, as the | 
vision rolled before his mind, he saw intervening things, which:he also 
used: as°a comparison, as follows: “ Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the: city 
where David dwelt! add ye year to year; let them kill sacrifices. 
Yet I will distress Ariel, and there shall be heaviness and sorrow : and. 
it shall be unto me as Ariel According to the particular constrac- 
tion of the above, the word rr does not stand for Ariel ; bnt for some: 
other city or nation ; that‘was to be destroyed with a like destruction, 
as Ariel. - is-not improbable, but that: the prophet had reference. 
_ to the Ephraimites, mentioned in the 28th chapter, whom he'said were 
drunkards, “ whose glorious beauty isa fading flower which are or the 
head of the fat valleys.” Thie no doubt has an ailusion.to' the Ephta- 
imites dwelling in the various valleys of America, whose particular 


that it is a record of the descendants of Joseph _ 
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mentions the destruction that was to come upon them: “ Behold, the 
Lord :hath:a: mighty and destroying one, which, as a tempest of hail 
awd a destroying storm,” &c. ‘The crown of pride, the drunkards 
of Ephraim, ‘shall be trodden under feet.”” The Book of Mormon 
gives a full account of this destruction, which was similar to that the 
rougnt down, and s | out of the ground, an 
h shall low out of the thy voice shall ‘be, as of one 
t hath a familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy speech shall 

whisper out of the dust.” This: cannot have reference to the de- 
struction of Ariel, or the city where David dwelt: for the speech ot 
the Jews has never whispered out of the ground, or from: low 
out of. the dust ; but the ancients of America have been visited with 
destruction, and as we have before quoted, “‘ trodden under feet,” their 
writings, revelations, or their speech has been buried’ in the: earth ; 
but strange to tell, it has come forth, or whispered out of the dust. 
tho: and the particular 

i et resumes the subject, and mentions the particular de-— 
dowshone that were to come upon Ariel, and says: “ And the multi- 
tude of ail nations that fight against her and her munitions, and that 
distress her, shall be as a dream of a night vision.” The Romans when 
they destroyed Jerusalem supposed that it never would be built again; — 
but all their thoughts of obliterating the name, were like those of a_ 


_dveam ; for God shall cause the city to be reared — 


of God: “It 
shall even be as when an hupgry man dreameth, and behold, he 
eateth ; but he awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as when a thi 
man dreameth, and, behold, he drinketh ; but he awaketh, and, beh 
he is faint and his soul hath appetite: so shall the multitude of all 
. the ‘nations be that fight against mount Zion.” From this:we learn 
that those who fight against Zion, or the work of God in ‘the last davs, 
shall be visited with: like destructions that Ariel was ;+~such as the 
sword, with thunder, earthquakes, tempests, and with fire; and when 
they shall make efforts to destroy Zion, and think to put’a stop to the 
progress of the work of the Lord, all their thoughts and efforts: shall 
comparatively be like dreams. This Zion here mentioned :nd doubt 
ig:what the prophet alluded to where ‘he says: “ The Lord will do 
his:work, his strange work ; and bring to pass his act, his strange act ;”” 
and the destruction that is to come upon those that fight against Zion, 
ig the “ consumption determined upon the whole earth.”- But says 
one, this Zion is synonymous with Ariel. : If it is; then the .prophet— 
uttered incomprehensible nonsense: for in the first place he speaks of 
Ariel as being the object of a destruction; second, the nations that 
fight against: Zion were also to be the objects of destruction, and not 

“The following establishes the idéa that this Zion:is a latter-day work : 

«‘ But'thon, © Lord, shall endure for ever, and thy temembrance unto 


turns the subject and prophecies of the latter-day wor 
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time.to favour her, yea, the set time, is come. -For thy! servants 
pleasure in her stones, and favour the dust thereof ;” When the 
Lord:sball build ap Zion he shall in his glory.”——Ps., cits 13+16. 
It is plain from the-scriptures that the Lord has not-yet appeared in 
reves se in fulfilment of this prophecy; for when he will; appear in 
his: glory, he will be accompanied with his saints and angels; there- 
fore, Zion is not yet built.. Furthermore all the Zion that-ever: was 
established at Jerusalem was in existence at the time David composed 
this Psalm. But be says: “ This.shall be written for a generation to 
come; and the- le which shall be created.”—Isaiah, lx, speaking of 
the building. of Zion, describes the materials that are to be used:: for in- 
stance, such as the Pine-tree, Fur-tree, &c. He also says: “ For thena- 
tion and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish ; yea, thosenations 
shall be.utterly wasted.” Some have supposed that the prophet hese 
alludes to heaven; but we cannot recgive such an idea, bacansa -he 
says, that the ships of Tarshish shall “bring: the people from: fary end 
their gold and silver with them, to beautify the Lord’s sanctuary. 
Men do not go to heaven in ships neither do they take their gold:or 
silver with them!! He further adds: “Violence shall no mere. be 
heard in:thy land, wasting nor destruction within. thy borders;:but 
thou shalt call thy walls salvation, and thy gates praise. . The sun shall 
be ne more thy light by day ; neither for brightness.shall the moon give 
light: unto thee: bat the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting h 
and thy. God thy glory ; the sun shall no more:go down ; neither: 
thy: moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine: everlasting 
and: the: days of thy mourning shall be. ended. also 
shail be all:righteous : they shallinherit the land for ever, the branch 
of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified.” The 
above is so plain that it needs no'comment whatever. 
It is: certain from the reading of ‘the prophets that they all. looked 
forward: with joyfal.anticipations to the time when God should : set 
his:-hand the second time to gather his people Israel from among the — 
heathen, and from the North countries, and elsewhere; and when he will 
establish his Zion for the Millennium, and cause the walls of J lem 
to-be reared again, to the joy of the saints. Indeed, the pr hets have 
said, that Zion and.Jerusalem shall be poe of deliverance at ‘the 
time the judgements of God shall go forth among the nations. “And 
it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the 
Lord shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be 
deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord 
= call.”—Joel, ii. 32. But to return to the subject of the Book of | 
ormon. | | 
Isaiah after clearing the way before him by describing the establish- 
ment of Zion, or the great work of God, and the manner that those 
who mock, or oppose it, shall be destroyed, describes the generation 
in which it will commence; he then particularizes the instrument 
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